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RESPONSE TO PUBLIC COMMENTS (PC)-J 

Response to Comment Letter PC-J1 

Comment PC-J1-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comment was considered during identification of the Preferred 
Alternative as described in the Final EIR/EIS. You will be notified at the address provided in 
your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review. Please see Common Response – 
Preferred Alternative Identification. 

Response to Comment Letter PC-J2 

Comment PC-J2-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comment was considered during identification of the Preferred 
Alternative as described in the Final EIR/EIS. You will be notified at the address provided in 
your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review. Please see Common Response – 
Preferred Alternative Identification. 

With respect to traffic conditions in Costa Mesa on I-405, Table 2.4.1 of the Traffic Study for the 
Draft EIR/EIS shows that traffic conditions are anticipated to deteriorate over time.  

All reasonable and feasible noise abatement will be constructed, as described in Section 3.2.7 of 
the Final EIR/EIS and final Noise Abatement Decision Report. 

Response to Comment Letter PC-J3 

Comment PC-J3-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comment was considered during identification of the Preferred 
Alternative as described in the Final EIR/EIS. You will be notified at the address provided in 
your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review. Please see Common Response – 
Preferred Alternative Identification. 

Comment PC-J3-2 

Please see Response to Comment PC-J2-1.  
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Response to Comment Letter PC-J4 

Comment PC-J4-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comment was considered during identification of the Preferred 
Alternative as described in the Final EIR/EIS. You will be notified at the address provided in 
your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review. 

Response to Comment Letter PC-J5 

Comment PC-J5-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comment was considered during identification of the Preferred 
Alternative as described in the Final EIR/EIS. You will be notified at the address provided in 
your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review. 

Response to Comment Letter PC-J6 

Comment PC-J6-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comment was considered during identification of the Preferred 
Alternative as described in the Final EIR/EIS. You will be notified at the address provided in 
your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review. Please see Common Response – 
Preferred Alternative Identification. 

Response to Comment Letter PC-J7 

Comment PC-J7-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comment was considered during identification of the Preferred 
Alternative as described in the Final EIR/EIS. You will be notified at the address provided in 
your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review. Please see Common Response – 
Preferred Alternative Identification 

Response to Comment Letter PC-J8 

Comment PC-J8-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comment was considered during identification of the Preferred 
Alternative as described in the Final EIR/EIS. You will be notified at the address provided in 
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your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review. Please see Common Response – 
Preferred Alternative Identification. 

Comment PC-J8-2 

A third lane is being added from the westbound SR-22 to northbound I-405 as part of the WCC 
Project; that third lane is in the form of a direct connector from the SR-22 westbound HOV lane 
to a new (second) northbound HOV lane constructed in the median of I-405 from SR-22 to I-
605, also as part of the WCC Project. Neither the WCC Project nor the I-405 Improvement 
Project will provide a third GP lane from SR-22 westbound to northbound I-405.  

With respect to the I-605 southbound GP connector to I-405 southbound, Alternatives 1 and 2, as 
presented in the Draft EIR/EIS, would provide two full lanes from I-605 southbound onto 
southbound I-405. Alternative 3, as shown in the Draft EIR/EIS, would provide a single lane.  

Response to Comment Letter PC-J9 

Comment PC-J9-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comment was considered during identification of the Preferred 
Alternative as described in the Final EIR/EIS. You will be notified at the address provided in 
your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review. 

Response to Comment Letter PC-J10 

Comment PC-J10-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comment was considered during identification of the Preferred 
Alternative as described in the Final EIR/EIS. You will be notified at the address provided in 
your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review. 

Response to Comment Letter PC-J11 

Comment PC-J11-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comment was considered during identification of the Preferred 
Alternative as described in the Final EIR/EIS. You will be notified at the address provided in 
your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review. Please see Common Response – 
Preferred Alternative Identification. 
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Comment PC-J11-2 

We acknowledge your support for Alternative 2. Table 3.1.6-14 of the Draft EIR/EIS shows the 
throughput of each of the build alternatives in three segments of the project. In two segments, 
Alternative 3 has the highest throughput, and Alternative 2 has the highest in one segment. Slow-
moving congested freeway lanes have lower and unstable throughput compared to uncongested 
lanes. During peak periods, the GP lanes on I-405 are forecast to be heavily congested with 
lower throughput (approximately 1,200 vehicles per lane per hour) than the Express Lanes, 
whose throughput will be managed to approximately 1,700 vehicles per lane per hour. For an 
explanation of how this management works, see the Draft EIR/EIS, page 2-20. By providing 
more throughput per lane through management of the Express Lanes, traffic in the GP lanes 
would be reduced and congestion eased; for two conditions with the same total number of lanes 
and congested conditions, congestion in the GP lanes would be less if two of the lanes were 
managed to increase their throughput. See the rows of Table 3.1.6-14 labeled “Brookhurst Street 
to SR-22 East” for a comparison of the throughput of Alternatives 2 and 3 with the same total 
number of lanes. 

The experience on the SR-91 Express Lanes is that motorists from all income groups use the 
Express Lanes.  

Comment PC-J11-3 

Alternatives 1 and 2 would provide continuous access to the HOV lanes. The Express Lanes in 
Alternative 3 would have limited access.  

Response to Comment Letter PC-J12 

Comment PC-J12-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comment was considered during identification of the Preferred 
Alternative as described in the Final EIR/EIS. You will be notified at the address provided in 
your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review. 

Response to Comment Letter PC-J13 

Comment PC-J13-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comment was considered during identification of the Preferred 
Alternative as described in the Final EIR/EIS. You will be notified at the address provided in 
your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review. Please see Common Response – 
Preferred Alternative Identification. 
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Comment PC-J13-2 

Alternatives 1 and 2 would provide continuous access to the HOV lanes. The Express Lanes in 
Alternative 3 would have limited access, which is necessary to effectively manage the volume of 
traffic in the Express Lanes and maintain high-speed uncongested travel. For an explanation of 
how that management works and for an explanation of the increase in vehicle occupancy for 
HOVs to use the Express Lanes free, see Common Response – Opposition to Tolling.  

Comment PC-J13-3 

The Bolsa Chica Road Overcrossing that spans over I-405 was not in the scope of work for the 
WCC Project, which was only to reconstruct the bridge over SR-22 and was part of the overall 
SR-22 Project. 

Response to Comment Letter PC-J14 

Comment PC-J14-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comment was considered during identification of the Preferred 
Alternative as described in the Final EIR/EIS. You will be notified at the address provided in 
your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review.  

With respect to the traffic bottleneck on the southbound I-605 connector to I-405 southbound, 
none of the proposed alternatives would widen the two lanes in the tunnel on this connector; 
however, Alternatives 1 and 2 provide a second receiving lane on I-405 southbound at the merge 
point of the ramp from I-605 southbound to I-405 southbound. The Alternative 3 design does not 
provide this second receiving lane.  

Response to Comment Letter PC-J15 

Comment PC-J15-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comment was considered during identification of the Preferred 
Alternative as described in the Final EIR/EIS. You will be notified at the address provided in 
your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review.  

Heights of recommended soundwalls are determined by Caltrans’ procedures, which require that 
soundwalls provide at least 5 dB in traffic noise reduction. Soundwalls are constructed from 
concrete blocks or other materials to prevent sound traveling through the soundwall. Please also 
see Common Response – Noise/Noise Analysis. 
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Response to Comment Letter PC-J16 

Comment PC-J16-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comment was considered during identification of the Preferred 
Alternative as described in the Final EIR/EIS. You will be notified at the address provided in 
your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review. Please see Common Response – 
Preferred Alternative Identification. 

Response to Comment Letter PC-J17 

Comment PC-J17-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comment was considered during identification of the Preferred 
Alternative as described in the Final EIR/EIS. You will be notified at the address provided in 
your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review. 

Response to Comment Letter PC-J18 

Comment PC-J18-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comment was considered during identification of the Preferred 
Alternative as described in the Final EIR/EIS. You will be notified at the address provided in 
your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review. 

Response to Comment Letter PC-J19 

Comment PC-J19-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comment was considered during identification of the Preferred 
Alternative as described in the Final EIR/EIS. You will be notified at the address provided in 
your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review. Please see Common Response – 
Preferred Alternative Identification. 

All of the build alternatives are anticipated to reduce congestion and improve traffic performance 
in the corridor. None of the build alternatives will eliminate congestion in the corridor, including 
in Costa Mesa. The benefits to congestion of the build alternatives are summarized in the Draft 
EIR/EIS in Tables 3.1.6-4 through 3.1.6-8 and Tables 3.1.6-12 through 3.1.6-14.  
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Response to Comment Letter PC-J20 

Comment PC-J20-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comment was considered during identification of the Preferred 
Alternative as described in the Final EIR/EIS. You will be notified at the address provided in 
your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review. Please see Common Response – 
Preferred Alternative Identification. 

Please see Response to Comment PC-J19-1.  
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